
An Hour with Abuelo

By Judith Ortiz Cofer

Interactive Notes



Name:___________________________________

Date:__________________

A. 

Instructions:  Fill in the blanks with the best answer.

1.  In a story told from a first-person point of view, the narrator is also a ___________________________.

2.  In a story told from a first-person point of view, the narrator will refer to himself or herself using the 

pronouns,   __________,  ____________, and _____________.

3.  Stories told from  first-person narration are limited to the narrator’s  ___________________________ 

view point, so he or she might ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________ characters, and lack self-insight.

4.  To DRAW CONCLUSIONS, an active reader will:


Look for ______________________ and ___________________________


Make logical _______________________________  (logical just means “makes sense”)


Evaluate _____________________________________  (Evaluate means to examine and 
judge carefully)


Connect  information from the story to your own life ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________ and 
knowledge

5.  Characterization Through Narration means learning about a character through his or her:

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

_______________________________ and ____________________________________

what others _________________________________ about him or her

and direct _____________________________________ made by the _____________________________

about the character.  

6.
The theme of a story is the main idea of the entire story.  In other words, it is what the entire story is about.  What do you think the theme this short story is.  Include evidence from the story to support your answer. 

7.  Literature can be classified (or labeled or named) as novels, poetry, or short stories (just to name a few).  What would you label this story as and why. Elements of a Short Story
B

Instructions:  Answer the questions below. 

1.  Why did Arturo’s mother want him to spend time with his abuelo?

2.  What does the word “abuelo” mean?

3.  What time of year did Arturo’s mother want him to spend time with his grandfather?

4.  Arturo said, “I’m going stupid in some of classes,…”.  What does that mean?

5.   Why does Arturo get depressed when he walks into the nursing home his grandfather is in?  Give at least two reasons.

6.  Define “orderlies”.

7.  Define “suite”.

8.  What is Arturo’s grandfather’s first name? 

9.  The notebook his grandfather is writing in has a picture drawn on it.  What is the picture and what conclusion can you draw from it?

10.  How often does Arturo see his grandfather?

11.  What does the word “Don”, as used in the story, mean?

12.  What had career had Don Arturo had before the war?


13.  Why did Don Arturo become a farmer? 

14.  What does “Asi es la vida” mean?

15.  Why does Arturo get mad when he hears adults say “Asi es la vida”.  

16.  Read the statement and draw a conclusion from it.  Support your conclusion with evidence from the story.


I look at my watch: I’ve already used up twenty minutes of the hour I promised my mother.

17.   Define “book English” and who calls Don Arturo’s way of speaking English “book English”?

18.  What does the fact that Don Arturo taught himself English from a dictionary tell you about his character?  

19.  What does Don Arturo mean when he tells Arturo “Yes, hijo.  You have spoken the truth.  La verdad.  You have much time.”?

20.  What conclusions can you draw about Don Abuelo’s mother from the following passage: 


Abuelo reads:  I loved words from the beginning of my life.  In the campo (countryside) where I was born one of seven sons, there were few books.  My mother read them to us over and over:  The Bible, the stories of Spanish conquistadors and pirates that she had read as a child and brought with her from the city of Mayaguez; that was before she married my father, a coffee bean farmer; and she taught us words from the newspaper that a boy on a horse brought every week to her.  She taught each of us how to write on a slate with chalks that she ordered by mail every year.  We used those chalks until they were so small that you lost them between your fingers.

21.  When Don Arturo was a child, he had a dream of becoming something when he grew up.  What career did he want?  How do you think his mother’s behavior influenced his career decision? 

22.  What did Don Arturo do when he  found out that he was to be drafted into the war and why?

23.  What job did Don Arturo want in the Army?  What job did he get instead?


24.  What had changed on the island of Puerto Rico when Don Arturo returned from the war?   Include at least four things that had changed in your answer. 

25.  Re-read questions and answers to #21 through #24.  How did you think these events influenced the title of Don Arturo’s book.  Be sure to include the title of his book, and the meaning of the title in your answer. \

26.  What is Arturo’s first reaction to Don Arturo’s story.  Include evidence from the story to support your answer. 

27.  How does Don Arturo react when he is told that it is poetry-reading day in the rec room.  Why do you think he reacts this way?  Support your answer with evidence from the story. 

28.  Don Arturo has a second book.  What is it? 

29.  What conclusion can you draw from this statement made by Don Arturo to his grandson: 



“Arturo, look at your watch now.  I believe your time is over.”  He gives me a wicked smile.

30.  Why would Arturo want his mother to wait and to not think that he is in a hurry as he leaves the nursing home? 


